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land. The men suffered hardships not to be described : it
was four in the afternoon when we decamped from Moidapore,
and we did not arrive off Baj Baj till past eight next morn-
ing ; at nine the grenadier company and all the sepoys were
despatched to the fort, where I heard Captain Coote was
landed with the King's troops. At ten Manik Ghund, the
Governor of Calcutta, attacked us with between two and
three thousand horse and foot, and was worsted. . . . Our
two field-pieces were of little or no service to us, having
neither tubes nor portfires, and wrong carriages sent with
them from Fort St. David. ... It seems the enemy were
encamped within two miles of us, and we ignorant of the
matter; so much for the intelligence of the country.
On January 2nd, 1757, Calcutta surrendered to
Watson, who sent Captain King, H.N., to take posses-
sion for the Crown, and appointed Eyre Coote governor.
Clive entered the fort soon afterwards with the Com-
pany's troops. "When shown Coote's commission he
refused to recognise the admiral's authority to appoint
a junior officer governor, claimed the right to command
on shore by virtue of his royal commission as lieutenant-
colonel, and declared that he would place Coote under
arrest if his orders were disobeyed. Watson threatened
to fire upon the fort if Clive did not abandon it.
Clive replied that he would not surrender his command
to a subordinate, and that, if the fleet opened fire, he
would not answer for the consequences. In the end
Clive surrendered the fort to Watson in person, and the
admiral immediately handed it over to the same Mr. Drake
who had behaved so disgracefully when the town was
besieged, dive's firmness was never exerted to better
purpose. It was absolutely necessary to success that he
should have supreme command on shore, and that the
pretensions of Watson to interfere with the land opera-